
HOW MUCH WILL 
THIS COST?

HIRING A LAWYER IS NOT CHEAP



A long-distance call to the NRA found the farmer 
a lawyer. The lawyer quoted a fee for pre-indict-
ment representation. The lawyer thought it was 
a reasonable fee, and compared to the cost of an 
aircraft carrier or a government austerity program, 
it was. Compared to the farmer’s bank account, it 
was substantial. 

The sheriff scheduled the farmer for a video 
interview. The lawyer prepared him for the likely 
questions, at his usual hourly rate. The rate was 
usual for a lawyer, but not the farmer. The two were 
escorted into a conference room to wait for the in-
terview. The lawyer noticed that the camera was 
already on. This may not have been deliberate, but 
it emphasized the right to remain silent.

The prosecutor had peculiar notions of self-de-
fense. In this rural area there were many guns but 
few murders. The subject simply did not come up. 
Without a standard for comparison he adopted odd 
myths regarding justification. Charges were filed 
and a bond was set.

   The prosecutor claimed that it was a very rea-
sonable bond, but it was tens of thousands of dol-
lars more than the farmer had available, and this 
was only the beginning. His lawyer needed more 
tens of thousands, and the trial hadn’t even begun. 
A cheap lawyer could have pled him guilty and per-
haps even kept him out of prison. Some people can 
live comfortably with a felony record. The farmer 
was not one of them.

Taking a case to trial is expensive, and preparing 
for trial is enormously expensive. No one’s financ-
es improve following criminal charges. When the 
charges were filed, the farmer lost his part-time 
job as a rural mail carrier. The farmer mortgaged 
his farm and prepared for the fight.

As in many such cases rumors swarmed out of 
the woodwork claiming the farmer was militantly 

hyper-vigilant.  There were claims that he held peo-
ple on public roads at gunpoint. None of these sto-
ries were true, but they had to be investigated. In 
the meantime, reports about the deceased burglar 
described a substantially less innocent character 
than reported by his parents. These too had to be 
investigated.

The defense had the right to copy of all of the 
prosecution’s evidence…at twenty-five cents a 
page. In a murder case this added up quickly.

The bullet had gone completely through the bur-
glar and through the wall behind him.1  The sheriff’s 
office had located the bullet hole and ran a string 
from the hole in what they thought was a straight 
line to mark where they assumed the parties stood. 
This procedure was not next to useless; it was 
worse than useless and yielded completely inaccu-
rate results. Without an expert witness to mark the 
path of the bullet the jury would be left with the “By 
guess and by God” estimate from the deputies.

A ballistics expert was hired to provide a precise 
bullet trajectory which provided the locations of 
the parties at the time of the shot. It was important 
to demonstrate the intimate and claustrophobic 
area of the shooting, and the best way to do so is 
to take the jury to the scene. This costs the court 
time and money and judges are reluctant to do so. 
Juries can take physical evidence into jury delib-
erations but memories of a field trip can be fuzzy. 
Photographs were taken and enlarged. To empha-
size the obvious , an architect was engaged to do 
a scale drawing of the entire house. A mannequin 
was purchased to show the entry and exit wounds 
in the body. All of this cost even more money.

Opposing witnesses are wonderful. The 
more they tell their story the more versions of it 
emerge. These versions may provide more detail, 
and often improbable detail or conflicting detail. 

 A BURGLAR ATTACKED THE OLD FARMER. 
The farmer emerged victorious, but that is when 
things began to get expensive. The dead burglar 

was a local boy and just 16 years old; this was 
considered relevant. Authorities questioned if 

the value of the property in the house justified 
defending the premises. This was not the law, 

and the only content of a home that justifies 
self-defense is the person inside. No charges were 

immediately filed, but the investigation was 
prejudiced in that direction. 

2

H
O

W
 M

UCH W
ILL TH

IS CO
ST?               W

W
W

.USCCA
.COM

  



This can show that a 
witness is inaccurate, 
a liar, or congenitally in-
capable of telling the same 
story twice. Depositions, formal inter-
views under oath, were scheduled. They 
are valuable, and therefore expensive. The 
deposition of the forensic examiner who 
did the autopsy was especially expensive 
as she demanded an expert witness fee. 2

The burglar’s family filed suit against 
the farmer. This cost him more money and 
that may have been the intent. The plain-
tiff’s lawyer put a lien on the farmer’s land, 
which is easily done as no evidence of a 
debt is required. Still, it is illegal without a 
court ruling and it was brushed aside with 
perhaps a thousand dollars worth of legal 
work.

The lawsuit resolved itself into a claim 
of negligence. It was claimed that the 
farmer was negligent for failure to put up 
a “No Trespassing” sign so that the burglar 
would know that he was not supposed to 
break into the house.3 The farmer’s home-
owners’ insurance company stepped in to 
defend the negligence case, settled it for 
relatively little money, and canceled the 
farmer’s insurance policy. If the farmer 
had refused to settle, he would have been 
left to pay whatever greater judgment re-
sulted. Given his other expenses, he could 
not take the chance.

Homeowners’ insurance does not cov-
er self-defense cases as they can only 
cover mistakes or negligence, not delib-
erate actions. Self-defense by definition 
is a deliberate action. Some member-
ship organizations offer a grant program 
for self-defense cases. Some of these 
programs will pay off only after the de-
fendant is acquitted, and this can be two 
years and tens of thousands of dollars too 
late. Some programs only cover expens-
es through the indictment, which comes 
very early in the criminal justice process. 
In fact, the guest of honor may be indicted 
before he is aware that he is the subject of 
an investigation. Still, very often this can 
provide legal advice which will help guide 
the guest of honor. At minimum it will pro-
vide a lawyer to convince the defendant 
that, according to the old maxim, “Every-
thing you say will be misquoted and used 
against you.” 4 Some programs provide a 

grant to obtain legal 
guidance in the critical 
early stages of the case. 
Some require a screening 
process for claims. The 
screening process takes 
time. Some provide funds for 
expert witnesses, court costs and inves-
tigators. A few will provide compensation 
for lost wages during court proceedings or 
even psychological treatment for PTSD.5 

Some lawyers offer the promise of a de-
fense in exchange for a regular fee. This 
defense may range from taking a phone 
call in the middle of the night to a com-
plete trial. This assumes that the lawyer 
will still be in business and able to cover 
the expense of a full trial without a full fee. 
A law office has many overhead expenses. 
F. Lee Bailey recounts emerging trium-
phant from trial early in his career to find 
his office electricity had been turned off 
for non-payment.6  A great defense lawyer 
used to warn his clients that he could not 
concentrate on their problems and his bills 
at the same time.

Insurance companies are regulated by 
state insurance commissioners. Insur-
ance companies have methods of spread-
ing risk so that a series of massive claims 
do not bankrupt the company. Member-
ship programs providing funds for self-de-
fense cases may not be regulated. They 
will all promise solvency and swift finan-
cial response to a claim. They will all have 
good intentions. To date there have not 
been enough claims on programs of this 
sort to detect a pattern. 

The moral of the story is; “Read the fine 
print.” Better yet, have a lawyer read it for 
you.

The cost of a defense will vary depend-
ing on the charges and the facts of the 
case. The unfortunate George Zimmer-
man’s bond was set at a half-million dol-
lars. A bonding company will demand 10 
percent of a felony bond or 20 percent 
of a misdemeanor bond up front.7  The 
company will want a guarantor for the en-
tire bond. A half-million dollars should be 
considered a minimum bond for a murder 

case, if bond is 
granted at all. 
George Zim-
merman’s legal 
fees are reputed 
to have been an-
other half-million 
dollars. Legal fees 
vary with the com-
plexity of the case. 
A small case with 
100 witnesses or 
difficult fact pat-
tern8  or problem of law can cost more than 
a murder. 

This case was tried 25 years ago and 
legal fees topped $45,000, with the 
co-counsel working for free. Accounting 
for inflation, legal bills today would exceed 
$86,000. Do you have that amount of mon-
ey readily available, simply to prove that 
you acted in self-defense?

 Be prepared to pay for your defense.

Kevin L. Jamison is an attorney in the  
Kansas City Missouri area concentrating in 
the area of weapons and self-defense.

Please Send questions to:
editor@usconcealedcarry.com                                             

Individual answers are not usually possible 
but may be addressed in future columns.

(1) A .357 magnum lead wadcutter handload from a 

6-inch barrel on a S&W M-27. (2) A well-deserved fee 

it was. (3) There was a “No Trespassing” sign. I have 

a picture of it. (4) No one knows who first said this, 

but he was right. (5) Everyone I have represented who 

killed in self-defense has suffered Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder to a greater or lesser extent. (6) Bai-

ley; The Defense Never Rests New American Library 

N.Y. 1972 at 42. (7) A column on the atrocity that is the 

American bail bond system is planned. (8) Often the 

same thing.
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WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO THE  
U.S. CONCEALED CARRY ASSOCIATION

www.USCCA.com
1-877-677-1919

GAIN CONFIDENCE, 
PREPAREDNESS &  

PEACE OF MIND




